
Curtis Knight and Terry Lytal turned their small, empty, zero-lot 
line backyard in Windsor Falls into a lush sanctuary with plenty 

of flowers, trees, a fountain and an outdoor fireplace. 
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Bird’s-Eye View

It’s not uncommon for new homeowners 
to discover little imperfections about their 
houses after moving in. One might find creaky 
floors, a leaky faucet or next-door neighbors 
who enjoy listening to music at maximum 
volume. Some problems are fixable and some 
are simply dealt with until it is time to pack up 
and move again. When Curtis Knight found 
his new home’s little imperfection, he knew he 
had to fix it immediately.

“The first thing I realized about this place 
after moving in was that we had a yard with 
nothing in it. No trees!” Knight said. “I said, 
‘Oh my god, there is not a tree in this yard. 
Why did we buy a house with no trees?’ It was 
just a shock to my system.” 

Knight and his partner, Terry Lytal, moved 
to their Windsor Falls home from Grand Oaks 
in 2011. It was an intentional downsize in 

square footage as well as yard size. The back-
yard offered a small amount of space to enjoy, 
which was less to have to maintain. 

But even though the backyard was smaller, 
Knight and Lytal still wanted to enjoy it, and 
leaving it bare was not an option. Knight, a 
graduate of the Art Institute of Atlanta and 
an interior designer for over 35 years, had no 
trouble envisioning the possibilities.  

“That summer, the first thing we did was 
screen in the back porch and bring trees into 
the front yard and the back. We are outdoor 
people. It was essential to start on the outdoor 
living area immediately,” Knight said. 

The next step was to approach a tiny non-
functional area around the side of the house. 
Lytal, an avid gardener, saw a fun project in 
creating a raised garden bed. 

“He grew tomatoes, cucumbers and bell 



peppers, and we shared with all the neighbors. 
In so many neighborhoods, you don’t know 
your neighbors, and they don’t want to know 
you. Well, we made them know us. It estab-
lished our first friendships out here, because 
everybody likes food,” Knight said.

From there, Knight’s plan for the remain-
ing area was the same as his approach to his 
design jobs – make every inch of the space 
functional and pleasing. 

To Knight, it meant bringing in a brick 
fireplace so friends could gather outdoors and 
enjoy cocktails and good conversation any 
time of year. He also created a covered outdoor 
grilling space, room for a dining table and a 
lounging area. He surrounded that with flow-
ers, vibrant plants and carefully selected knick-
knacks that give the yard a calm, relaxed vibe. 

The couple’s ultimate goal was to create a 
space where they could unwind and entertain. 
Lytal, a hospice nurse, and Knight grow tired 
of being indoors during business hours. They 
said a big part of their relationship is the time 
they spend together enjoying the fresh air. 

“When we get home, we can’t breathe in-
side. We breathe outside. That’s how we relax. 
I piddle, plant and dig, and he sits,” Lytal said.

“No,” Knight said, laughing. “I fix drinks 
and get music going. That’s important, too.” 

The new space offers everything the 
couple hoped for before the transformation 
began. They recognize that some people might 
be hesitant to embark on a large project for a 
compact space, but they said they encourage 
homeowners to take a second look before writ-
ing off their backyard as “too small.”

“This property was a challenge,” Knight 
said. “We had to figure out how to create what 
we’ve always loved in a large property on a small 
property. But we did it, and anyone can do it.” 

Curtis Knight and his partner, Terry Lytal, transformed the 
outdoor space of their Windsor Falls home. They started 
with nothing but grass. There were no trees or plantings 
when they purchased the house. Now their backyard is an 
oasis of lush greenery and a relaxing place to unwind. 

“This property was a challenge. 
We had to figure out how to 
create what we’ve always 

loved in a large property on 
a small property. But we did it, 

and anyone can do it.”
– Curtis Knight


